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system stops more than 170 felons, 50 
domestic abusers, and nearly 20 fugi-
tives from buying a gun in the United 
States. 

Since 2004, more than 2,000 suspects 
on the FBI’s terrorist watch list have 
bought weapons in the United States. 
A gun in a home in the U.S. is 22 times 
more likely to be used to kill or injure 
in a domestic homicide, suicide, or un-
intentional shooting, instead of being 
used in self-defense. 

From 2012 to 2013, at least 100 chil-
dren were killed in unintentional 
shootings in the U.S.; almost 2 each 
week. Guns have killed more Ameri-
cans in 12 years than AIDS, war, and il-
legal drug overdoses combined. 

On average, 55 Americans kill them-
selves with firearms each day in this 
country. In States that require back-
ground checks for private handgun 
sales, there are 48 percent fewer fire-
arm suicides, while the rates of suicide 
by other methods are nearly identical. 

Suicides involving firearms are fatal 
at least 85 percent of the time in this 
country compared to the second most 
used attempted suicide level, which is 
pills. They are only successful 3 per-
cent of the time. 

Mr. Speaker, for those of us who have 
lost a family member to firearm gun 
violence, this is an issue that cannot be 
reconciled with the current majority 
opinion. 

Twenty-eight years ago, my father 
took his life with a firearm. He had 
been under the care of a physician for 
10 years to deal with depression. We 
still don’t know how he got his gun. He 
is buried across the river, as a World 
War II vet, in Arlington. 

Mr. Speaker, for those of us who re-
spect the Second Amendment, but also 
expect the Congress to act rationally 
on this public health issue, we expect 
Congress to respect victims of gun vio-
lence. 

For that reason, we demand, we ask 
respectfully, and we expect the Speak-
er and the majority to bring up for a 
vote two simple bills. We want a vote 
on the no fly, no buy bill, and we want 
a vote to close the loopholes on back-
ground checks. The victims of gun vio-
lence expect no less. 
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CONFRONTING OUR CHANGING 
OCEANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
my constituents and I are blessed to 
live, to work, and to play in the para-
dise that is south Florida. And those of 
us who have fallen in love with south 
Florida all want our kids and our 
grandkids to enjoy the same positive 
experiences that define our unique 
community. 

That sense of wanting to be able to 
pass down that south Florida lifestyle 

to future generations is really what 
has motivated me to action on the 
threat my community faces from a 
changing ocean. Sea level rise has been 
occurring steadily along southeast 
Florida for the last hundred years, and 
we should be concerned about increas-
ing coastal flooding and saltwater in-
trusion into our drinking water 
sources. 

Meanwhile, new research at the Uni-
versity of Miami suggests that ocean 
acidification is not only slowing the 
growth of corals off our coast, but is 
actually causing the underlying reef 
structure to begin to dissolve. To 
counter the threats from changing 
ocean conditions, we must develop 
strategies to protect people’s liveli-
hoods and the coastal waters upon 
which south Florida’s local economy 
depends. 

One such strategy that could pay 
huge dividends is the restoration of the 
coral reefs off south Florida. This is ac-
tually, Mr. Speaker, the third-largest 
barrier reef in the entire world. Our 
reefs have been declining for 40 years, 
and recent coral disease outbreaks and 
bleaching events have proved to be dev-
astating. 

To save south Florida’s reefs, I am 
introducing the Conserving Our Reefs 
and Livelihoods Act, or the CORAL 
Act. The CORAL Act would widen the 
scope of reef restoration and conserva-
tion research to include the impact of 
ocean acidification, warming seas, and 
invasive species on coral reefs. It would 
allow for the release of emergency re-
sponse funds to study coral disease and 
bleaching events as they happen, in-
stead of as a postmortem. 

It would expand the focus of the law 
from simply focused on conservation, 
to gearing Federal agencies and their 
partners to play active roles in restora-
tion and recovery. And it would pro-
mote innovative work toward under-
standing the genetic diversity of cor-
als, so that researchers can captive- 
breed native corals that are specially 
adapted to current and future ocean 
conditions for use in restoration 
projects. 

The environmental and economic 
benefits of coral reefs are strongly 
intertwined, and the CORAL Act would 
give everyone a place at the table to 
help develop consensus-based and sci-
entifically rigorous conservation and 
restoration efforts—efforts that 
produce real results for Floridians. 

Restored reefs will increase economic 
activity through better fishing, diving, 
recreation, and tourism; and healthy 
coral growth will allow reefs to keep 
pace with rising seas to limit the po-
tentially devastating impacts of storm 
surge on our coasts in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, having fled the oppres-
sive Castro regime in Cuba with my 
parents decades ago, I know that south 
Florida is special because it serves as a 
place of hope for so many. We cannot 
allow changing ocean conditions to rob 
us of our livelihoods, of our lifestyle, of 
our identity as an optimistic commu-
nity. 

My CORAL Act is only a start for 
south Florida, but it will help in under-
standing the impacts of ocean acidifi-
cation, warming seas, coral disease, 
and invasive species on our reefs so 
that we can develop effective solutions, 
so that we can salvage our reefs, and so 
south Florida will continue to thrive as 
part of an ever-changing landscape and 
as an enduring source of hope and in-
spiration to people from around the 
world. 
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WE NEED COMMONSENSE GUN 
SAFETY LEGISLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, Col-
umbine is in my district, and I was in 
Congress when the terrible shooting in 
Columbine happened. 

Who will forget that day, all those 
students marching out of the school 
with their hands held up so they could 
show the police that they weren’t those 
terrible shooters. 

Who can forget the terrible tragedy 
reflected in the mothers’ faces when 
they saw that their children weren’t 
those children that were bused to safe-
ty? 

Who can forget the lingering aspects 
that Columbine has shown us, year 
after year, tragedy after tragedy? 

I can’t tell you the number of times 
I have repeated that horror in my own 
life, watching on TV when the Aurora 
shooting, just a few miles from my 
house, occurred. A masked man came 
in and, with an assault rifle and high- 
capacity magazine clips, shot so many 
people in just a few minutes. 

Just a few weeks ago, when we saw, 
in Florida, one lone gunman with an 
assault rifle and high-capacity maga-
zines just mowing down so many people 
who were having fun, who can forget 
the reflection in those mothers’ faces? 

But for every terrible tragedy that 
we have like that, we have thousands 
of more people who are killed on our 
streets, in our urban areas, and around 
our country, and who are killed in ter-
rible domestic violence cases. 

Just last week, when I was at home 
in Denver, just a few blocks from my 
husband’s law office, a man walked 
into an office and shot a woman, and 
then turned the gun on himself. I can’t 
tell you how I felt that day, when my 
husband sent me an email, seemingly 
out of the blue, that said: ‘‘Don’t 
worry. I’m on lockdown. I’m okay.’’ 

This has become just routine in 
Americans’ lives, and it is wrong. It is 
wrong. We can’t continue like this as a 
country. We can’t continue to have a 
moment of silence every time there is 
a mass murder, and to tut-tut every 
time we hear of someone like that 
woman who was shot in my district, 
and then do nothing. 

This is why we had our sit-in before 
the July Fourth recess. And I will tell 
you what, those actions woke up my 
constituents. My office here in Wash-
ington, D.C., and my office in Denver, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:59 Jul 07, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K06JY7.008 H06JYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-10-26T02:19:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




